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SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 

HELD ON THURSDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2025 COMMENCING at 7.30 P.M. 
 

IN ST. JAMES CHURCH HALL, CHURCH LANE, SUTTON, SK11 0DS 
 
 

PRESENT  
Councillors:   Cllrs G Barber (Chairman), J Sinclair Smith (Vice Chairman), R Chamberlain, C Eyre, H Jackson, 

E Hall, K Stepien-Bialy and T Whiskard.     
 

Also present:   Ward Cllr C O’Leary and the Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present (MOPs). 
 

272/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to receive apologies for absence from PCSO J Newns and Councillor M 
Bhatia and T Priestman.  Councillors A Waller and D Fosbrook were not present. 

273/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to receive dispensations and declarations of interest: declarations of interest 
received from Cllr Stepien-Bialy with respect to Item 297/25 related to The Grapevine.  

274/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to confirm and sign the Minutes as a true record of the meeting held on 
21st October 2025. 

275/25 Public Participation - THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to receive information/queries/questions from 
members of the public (MOPs):  None received. 

 
MEMBER REPORTS  
276/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to receive report from the Cheshire East Ward Member.  (See Appendix 1) 
277/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to receive report from Macclesfield Neighbourhood Policing Team. (See 

Appendix 2) 
278/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to receive report regarding Community Orchard Langley.    

(See Appendix 3) 
It was noted that last date for objections to Community Orchard is 24th November 2025. 

279/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to receive and discuss the report of the Climate Emergency Working Group 
and agreed to investigate future projects prioritising 1. exploring developing a Neighbourhood Plan and 2.  
holding events to highlight ways of reducing energy costs for residents current housing.   Agreed £20 to 
purchase guy ropes for the council gazebo and in principle £75 towards a banner (Your Parish Your Voice).  
(See Appendix 4) 

 
FINANCE 
280/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to approve schedule of receipts and payments for November 2025.  
Receipts From:   

Cheshire East Council NCIL 01 April 2025 – 30 September 2025 £114,513.01 
Payments To: 

BACS Sarah Giller Clerks’ net salary £887.07 and expenses £59.75, 
Pension contributions £59.10 & HMRC £28.60 
OCTOBER  

£927.52 

Spending power: GPOC    
BACS Bollington Town Council Purchase of Christmas tree lights from Bollington 

Town Council for Langley INV1069  
PURCHASED IN ADVANCE OF MEETING 
21/10/25 

£400.00 

Spending power: GPOC    
BACS F Davies & Son Ltd Order 320 – Column 56 replacement bulb.  Letter and 

plate for Column 44. 
£125.40 

Spending power: GPOC    
BACS The Community Heartbeat Trust Annual Support Year 3  £198.00 
Spending power: GPOC    
DD SSE Account for 01/08/25 – 31/08/25 (collected by DD 

29/10/2025) AUGUST 
£180.15 

Spending power: GPOC    
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DD SSE Account for 01/09/25 – 30/09/25 (collected by DD 
30/10/2025) SEPTEMBER 

£162.31 

Spending power: GPOC    
DD Spoton.Net Ltd (It’seeze website) Months subscription OCTOBER 2025  

(Collected by DD 14/10/25) 
£58.80 

Spending power: GPOC    
DD Unity Trust Bank Bank charges OCTOBER £6.00 
Spending power: GPOC    

Pension Contributions: 
DD NEST (National Employment 

Savings Trust) 
OCTOBER contribution  
Employee pension contribution - 5% - £46.69 
Employer pension contribution - 3% - £12.41 

£59.10 

Spending power: GPOC    
HMRC payments: 

BACS HMRC HMRC payment covering Employee Income Tax 
OCTOBER 2025 

£28.60 

Spending Power: GPOC     
Additional payments: 

BACS Dutton Traffic Management 
Services 

Manufacture of signs and 4x operatives on site. £1758.00 

Spending Power: GPOC     
BACS HMRC HMRC one of payment covering Employers Income Tax 

Month 1 to 5  RTIs doesn’t show the EIT  
£220.90 

Spending Power: GPOC     
BACS SSE Account for 01/09/25 – 30/09/25  £162.31 
Spending Power: GPOC     
BACS RBL Poppy appeal Wreath for Remembrance Day £20.00 
Spending Power: GPOC     

 
281/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to approve bank reconciliation up to and including 31st October 2025 and 

verify figures against bank statements. 
282/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to note NCIL monies received of £114,513.01 and agree to put in place a 

grant application process. 
283/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to agree to transfer £114513.01 of NCIL monies into Unity Bank interest 

account (6mths fixed term).  
284/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to review draft IT Policy and agree that in parallel the council need a 

communication policy and confirmation of regulatory and retention requirements before agreeing to policy.    
 
 

285/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to discuss budget/precept for 2026/27 and agree to increase the precept by 
the cost of living.  Seven Members were for this motion with One against.  4.1% September 2025 (CPI) 

286/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to note Clerks appraisal has taken place and to agree to discuss this under 
Section 2 of the agenda. 

287/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to consider providing IT hardware/software and dedicated mobile phone 
(sufficient to undertake the Clerk’s role in order to ensure continuity and security) and to agree to discuss 
under Section 2 of the agenda. 

288/25 Defibrillator scout hut – THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to agree to add an additional defibrillator at the 
scout hut onto the CHT annual support should sufficient funds be raised by residents. 

 
MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL  
289/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to discuss issues raised from the Remembrance Day Parade and agree to 

request roads are closed from 10.30 am to 11.30 am, to ensure that cones/barrier is put across Judy Lane, to 
amend risk assessment accordingly (inform scouting groups) and put process in place to ensure the groups 
in the procession leave the Church in the correct order and at the agreed time. 

290/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to discuss sunflower competition and agree to ensure that the letters are 
distributed by the school promptly. 

291/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to discuss proposed plan for the entrance to the Gamekeeper.  Members 
were concerned that the trees appear to be on the footpath and could potentially lift the footpath and possibly 



 

SFG  18/11/25 – Meeting 13/11/25 Page 1334 
 

 

Chairman’s initials 
 

…………………… 
 

 

effect the telephone kiosk.  It was noted that this was a proposal and plans have not been submitted at this 
time. 

292/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to discuss any issues raised as a result of the community defibrillator 
seminar (held 28th October) and noted that it went well with around 12 to 15 people attending. 

293/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to discuss Parish Christmas switch-on events Sutton (Friday 5th December 
6 PM), Lyme Green (TBC) and Langley (7th December) installation (1/12/25) and to amend Risk Assessment 
accordingly.  Councillors Waller, Fosbrook and Barber to help with crowds. 

 
ALLOTMENTS 
294/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to discuss and update members regarding the allotments. 

 We have a tenant for Plot 13 however, still waiting to hear from contractor regarding quote for the strimming 
and clearing of plot.  It was agreed that tenant would not need to pay again until 2027. 

HIGHWAYS/FOOTPATH MATTERS 
295/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to receive reports on highways/footpath issues and agree action. 

Jarman – Large strip of road in disrepair. 
Cricket Club – still water on road and needs action before turns into ice rink. 

296/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to receive update regarding pavement between the Bollin Grange entrance 
and the petrol station which is ongoing. 
 

THE GRAPEVINE  
297/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to discuss ideas for inclusion in the next Grapevine magazine and agreed 

to submit draft (Deadline 9th December).    

 Summary report of switch on events with photos. 

PLANNING 
298/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to agree comments for return to the relevant authority for these new 

applications:  
Application No: 25/4160/HOUS 
Proposal: Proposed outbuilding consisting of gym, shower and store room. 
Location: Broad Oak Farm Leek Old Road, Sutton, Cheshire East 
Deadline: 27th November 2025 

THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to agree the following comments to send to Cheshire East Council: “Sutton Parish 
Council have no objection to this application. 

Application No: 25/4143/CLPUD 
Proposal: Certificate of proposed lawful development for the construction of single storey garage 

ancillary to the use of the farmhouse. This will be entirely behind the principle elevation of the 
farmhouse. A gravel driveway will connect the garage to... 

Location: Nab End Farm Withenshaw Lane, Sutton, Macclesfield, Cheshire East, SK11 0NH 
Deadline: 19-11-2025 

THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to agree the following comments to send to Cheshire East Council: “Sutton Parish 
Council object to this application as the proposed garage appears to be outside the residential curtilage and therefore 
does not comply with the conditions of residential permitted development rights.”  
299/25 Noted; Decisions, appeals and withdrawals this month:  

Application No: 25/3150/FUL 
Proposal: Material change of use of land to domestic garden, including the retention of an existing 

outbuilding, construction of retaining walls, associated landscaping and engineering works, 
and other domestic paraphernalia.  

Location: Gritstone Barn Bollinhead Lane, Sutton, Macclesfield, Cheshire East, SK11 0NA 
Decision: Refused 

 
Application No: 25/3149/HOUS 
Proposal: Singlet storey rear timber log and gas store - Retrospective 
Location: Gritstone Barn Bollinhead Lane, Sutton, Macclesfield, Cheshire East, SK11 0NA 
Decision: Approved With Conditions 

 
Application No: 25/1546/HOUS 
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Proposal: Demolition of conservatory and erection of new single storey extension, extension to existing 
balcony, external cladding to existing property, alterations to hard landscaping around 
dwelling, installation of air source heat pump and installation... 

Location: Overhill Cottage Bollinhead Lane, Sutton, Macclesfield, Cheshire East, SK11 0NA 
Decision: Approved With Conditions 

 
CORRESPONDENCE received: 
THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to note the following correspondence and agree action: 

300/25 Cheshire East Council – Transport Consultation (deadline 7th December) and to encourage and promote on 
website facebook etc  

301/25 ChALC/ Cheshire East Council- Devolution & Thinking Ahead - Town and Parish Council/Parish Meeting 
Online Survey (Deadline Friday 28th November) and agree to submit on behalf of the Council. 

302/25 Cheshire East Council - Parish Precepts and Taxbase Arrangements 2026/27.  (Deadline 16th January 
2026)   

303/25 MATTERS FOR INCLUSION ON NEXT AND FUTURE MEETING AGENDA 

 To agree Budget/precept for 2026/27. 

 
AGENDA - PART TWO  

 
 

286/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to agree to increase Clerks hours to 15 hrs per week.  
287/25 THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to agree to provide a laptop hardware/software and dedicated mobile phone 

(sufficient to undertake the Clerk’s role in order to ensure continuity and security).  
 
 

304/25 DATE OF NEXT MEETING - THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to agree the date for next meeting as 
Thursday 11th December 2025 commencing at 7.30 p.m. 

 
There being no other business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 21.59 p.m. 
 
 
 
Minutes agreed by Sutton Parish Council as a true record 
 

……………………………………………. Chairman 
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Appendices 
Appendix 1 - Report from the Cheshire East Ward Member 
 
 Cheshire East Council finances continue to be challenging. 

 Working on three planning enforcement issues on Leek Old Road, Coalpit Lane and the Lavender Fields 
development.  

 Traffic calming going into Jarman soon probably next financial year. 

 Asked about painting SLOW on road surface at Leek Old Road, next to the reservoir however, this cannot be 
done but looking at putting up signs to make it clearer to motorists that they need to slow down. 

 London Road pavement issue – section where path is missing is on parcel of land left for community.  
Contacted Vestry and Council about clearing vegetation where there ought to be pavement. 

 
Appendix 2 - Report the Macclesfield Neighbourhood Policing Team 
 
Surgery dates for November: 
Saturday 15th November, Sutton General Store Café (10-11am) 
Sunday 16th November, Lyme Green Park Robin Lane (2-3pm) 
Wednesday 26th November, Langley Methodist Church (10.30-11:30 am) 
  
Continued use of TRUCAM to deter speeding vehicles on the ward. 
Continued school parking patrols and links with Hollinhey Primary School 
  
Incidents of note: 
14/10/25 - Suspicious person door to door Lyme View, Lyme Green - Search made no trace. 
24/10/25 - Reports of smell of cannabis on Hawks Way, Lyme Green - For intelligence. 
25/10/25 - Dog on sheep attack Standing Stone, Macclesfield Forest - Rural Crime Team searched area no trace. 
31/10/25 - Suspicious person – male dressed in camo walking a dog on private land on Clough Road. 
02/11/25 - Theft Robin Lane, Lyme Green - CCTV of offender for ID purposes. 
10/11/25 - Suspicious vehicle in layby near Top Close Farm, Macclesfield Forest. 
 
Appendix 3 - Community Orchard Langley 
The Langley Orchard action group continues to be engaged in working the land as much as they are able given that 
no formal arrangements are yet in place.  Over the summer they had several sessions at the orchard.  They kept the 
new trees watered during the long hot summer, gathered yellow rattle in Teggsnose Wood, (it helps suppress the grass 
to let wildflowers grow in the orchard).  They have planted 100 Ox Eye Daisies and now have access to the woodland 
area where there is access to a stream. They are having two further planting, clearing and fixing activities on Saturday 
22nd November and Saturday 6th December. The Public Open Space notice has now been published by Cheshire 
East Council and the last day for objections is 24th November. 
 
Appendix 4 - Climate Emergency Working Group 
Ideas for future Projects 
Cheshire East Council have recently published their action plan to move the whole Borough towards zero carbon 
emission by 2045.   
Six priority areas for targeting are: Domestic Buildings, Non- Domestic Buildings, Transport, Agriculture and Land 
Use, Waste and Energy Supply.  CEC is asking all town and parish councils to support them in this endeavour.  The 
CEWG looked at the carbon emissions for Sutton Parish which has been produced by Exeter University and the 
Centre for Sustainable Energy. The figures showed that Sutton Parish had a significantly bigger carbon score for 
Housing, than both Cheshire East and the UK, and had a somewhat bigger one for Transport. 
It was agreed that it made sense to focus on these two areas and take back ideas to full council for discussion and 
agreement in principle before working them up any further. 
The ideas discussed: 
 The development of a Neighbourhood Plan so we can get upstream of any future housing development and have 

some meaningful input. The Localism Act 2011 encourages local communities to come together and shape the 
future of their area through Neighbourhood Plans. Neighbourhood Plans can shape, direct, and help to deliver 
sustainable development, by influencing planning decisions as part of the statutory development plan. This would 
need to be discussed in much more detail as it is likely to be costly to produce. The Government estimate the 
cost as being anything from £20,000 - £86,000 depending on the complexity. CEC will not provide any funding 
for this but they will provide officer support to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan. It would allow us to stipulate 
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what is important to us as a parish in relation to new build developments, conversions and extensions. It would 
provide a significant framework for sustainability. The development of such plans takes between 1-2 years. 

 An Event to highlight ways of reducing energy costs for residents current housing. We have a mix of houses 
some are very old, and a significant amount of energy is wasted through poor insulation. An event which would 
bring together all stakeholders hosted by the Parish Council. It could include representatives from CEC 
highlighting grants etc as well as private firms who sell wind turbines, insulation, solar panels etc. 

 Electric Vehicle Charging Points - This may be the area for campaigning on. There is a lack of charging points 
for vehicles in the parish, except for new homes. Given that we are a semi-rural and rural parish with little public 
transport, encouraging electric and hybrid cars may be one way of reducing emissions in this area.  We could 
also continue to raise the issue of public transport and how the bus service in the parish has been cut, even though 
the population is growing.  
 

 
 


